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were employed.upon their coaft. But my Lord Ligo 
nier does not want an army at home. 

The Parliament is prorogned by a moft gracious 
{peech neither by nor from his Majefty, who was too 
illto go to the Houle; the Lords and Gentlemen 
are, confeqnently, moft of them, gone to their fe~ 
yeral counties,» to do (to be ture) all the good that 
is recommended to them in the fpeech. London, [ 
am told, is now very empty, for I cannot fay fo 
from knowlege. I vegetate wholly here. I walk 
and read a great deal, side.and fcribble a little, ace 
cording as my head allows, or my fpirits prompt; 
to write apy thing tolerable, the mind muft be ina 
natural, proper difpofition; provocatives, in that 
cafe, as well as in another, will only produce mife- 
rable, abortive petformances. 

Now you have (as I fuppofe) full leifure enough, 
I with you would give yourfelf the trouble, or rather 
the pleafure, to do what I hinted to you fome time 

“40; that is, to write thort memoirs of thofe affairs 
which have either gone through your hands, or thag 
dhave come to your certain knowledge, from the in~ 
glorious battle of Haftenbeck, to the fill more {can 
dalows treaty of neutrality. Connect, at Icaft, if it. 
be by ever fo fhort notes, the pieces and letters which’ 
you muft neceffarily have in your hands, and throw 
in the authentic anecdotes that you have. probably 
Aheard.. “You will be glad when you have done-it= 
tind the teviving paft ideas in fome brder andimerhod 
will-be anjinfinite comfort toxyow hereafter: vIchave 
a thoufand times regretted not having done io dy i# 

* 
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at prefent too late for me to begin ; this is the right 
time for you, and your life is likcly to be a bufy one. 
Would young men avail tlemfelves of the advice and 
experience of their old friends, they would find the 
utility in their youth, and the comfort of it in thetr 
more advanced age; but they feldom confider that, 
and you, lefs than any body I ever knew. May you 
foon grow wifer! Adieu. 





LETTER COCCXXXVil. 


Blackheath, June the goth, 1758. 
My peax Fairnp, 


Tus letter follows my lait very clofe; but I re- 
ceived yours of the 15th in the fhort interval. You 
did very well not to buy any Rhenifh, at the exof= 
Tytant price you mention, without farther direc- 
tions. for both my brother and I think the money 
better than the wine, be the wine ever fo good. We 
saill content ourfelves with our ftock in hand of hum- 
‘bis Rhenith, of about three fhillings a bottle. How- 
adver, peor la rareté cu fait, 1 will lay out twelve du- 
‘gate, for twelve bottles of the wine of 1665, by way 
-ef\an eventual cordial, if you can obtain a /enetus 
‘eeufltiean for it. 1 am in no hurry for it, { fend it 
‘gmvdnly when you can conveniently ; well. packed. up 
Benfend. 

You 
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‘You will, I dare fay, have leave to go to Caffel; 
and, if you do go, you will perhaps think it reafona- 
able, that I, who was the advifer of the journey, 
fhould pay the expence of it. I think fo too, and 
therefore, if you go, I will remit the 100]. which 
you have calculated it at. You will find the Hoffe 
of Caffel the houfe of gladne(s; for Hanau is al- 
ready, or muft be foon, delivered of irs French 
guefts. 

The Prince of Brunfwick's vidtory is, by all the 
fkilful, thought a *bef d’euvre, worthy of Turenne, 
Condé. or the oft illuitriovs human butchers. The 
Frenci behaved better than at Rofbach, efpecially 
the Carcbiniers Raiaux, who could not be entamés, ¥ 
with the fiege of Olmutz well over, and a victory 
after it; and that, with good news from America, 
which I think there is no reafon to doubt of, muft 
procure us a good peace at the end of the year. The 
Prince of Pruffia’s death is no public misfortunes 
“there was a jealoufy and alienation between the King 
and him, which could never have been made up be- 
tween the poffeffor of the crown and the next heir to 
ft. He will make fomething of his nephew, s'i/ of 
du bois dont on en fait. He is young enough to for- 
give, and to be forgiven, the poffeffton and the ex- 
pettative, at leaft for fome years. 

Adieu! I am smvwtil, but affedtionately yours. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCXXXVIII. 


Blackheath, July the 18th, 1758, 
, My par FRIEND, 


Yesrerpay I received your letter of the 4th; 
and my laft will have informed you that I had re~ 
¢cived your former, concerning the Rhenifh, about 
which I gave you inftructions. If vinum Mojellanum 
Gf omni tempore fanum, as the Chapter of Treves af- 
derts, what muft this vinwm Rhenaum be, from its 
fipcrior firength and age? It muft be the univerfal 
acca. 

Captain Howe is to fail forthwith fomewhere or 
mother with about 8,000 land forces on board him ; 
and, what is much more, Edward the White Prince. 
Wis yet a fecret where they are going; but J think 
it.i8,no fecret, that what 16,000 men and a gredt 
lest could nor do, will not be done by 8,000 men, 
andja much {miller fleet. About 8,500 horfe, foot, 
‘nd dragoons, are embarking, as faft as they can, 
feriEmbden, to reinforce Prince Ferdinand’s army: 
‘Aye and few, 46 be (ure, but ftill better than never, 
‘and none. The operations in Moravia go on flowly, 
dnd. Olmutz feems.to be a tough piece of work: I 
own I begip to be in pain for the King of Proffia; 
forthe Ruffians now march in carneft ; and Maréchal 
‘Dinn’s army is certainly fuperior in number th his, 
Se Send him a good delivery ! 
a 4 ‘You 
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You have a Danifh army now in your neighbour- 
hood, and they fay a very fine one; I prefume you 
will go to fee it, and, if you do, I would advite you 
to go when the Danifh Monarch comes to review it 
himfelf ; pour prendre Langue de ce Seigneur. The 
Rulers of the earth are all worth knowing; they 
fuggeft moral reflections : and the refpeét that one 
naturally has for God’s Vicegerents here on earth, is 
greatly increafed by acquaintance with them, 

Your card-tables are gone, and they enclofe fome 
fuits of clothes, and fome of thefe gins enclofe a 
letter. 

Your friend Lady * * is gone into the country with 
her Lord, to negotiate, caplly and at leifure, their 
intended feparation. My Lady infifts upon my 
Lord’s difmiffing the * *, as ruinous to his fortune; 
my Lord infifts, in his turn, upon my Lady's dif- 
miffing Lord * # ; my Lady replies, that that is un 
reafonable, fince Lord * * creates no expence to the 
family, but rather the contrary. My Loid confeffes, 
that there is fome weight in this argument ;. but then 
pleads fentiment: my Lady fays, A fiddleftick for 
fentinient, after having been married fo long. How 
this, matter will end is in the womb of time, mam fait 
ante Helenam. 

You did very well to write a congratulatory Jeter 
to Prince Ferdinand; iuch attentions are always 
right, and always repaid in fome way or other. 

Tam glad you have connected your “negotiatiogs 
and anecdotes; and, I hope, not with, your: «faa? 
Jaconifm, Adieu! Yours. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCXXXIX. 


Blackheath, Auguft the 1ft, 1758. 
“My pear Frienp, 


I THINK the Court of Caffel is more likely to 
make you a fecond vifit at Hamburgh, than you are 
to return theirs at Caffel; and therefore, till that 
matter is clearer, I fhall not mention it to Lord 
Holderneffe. 

By the King of Proffia’s difappointment in Mora- 
via, by the approach of, the Ruffians, and the in- 
tended march of Monfieur de Soubize to Hanover, 
the waters fecm to me to be a5 much troubled as ever. 
Je vois trés noir adtuellement ; {ee fwarms of Auf- 
trians, French, Imperialifts, Swedes, and Ruffians, 
in all near four hundred thoufand men, furrounding 
the King of Pruffia and Prince Ferdinand, who have. 
about a third of that number. Hitherto they have 
enly buzzed, but now I fear they will fting. 

;The immediate danger of this country id being 
@rowned ; for it has not ceafed raining thefe three 
woogths, and withal is extremely cold. This neither 
agrees with me in itfelf, nor in its confequences ; for 
hinders me from taking my neceffary exercife, and 
makes me very unwell, As my head is always the 
part offending, and is fo at prefent, I will not do like 
‘may: Writers, write without a head; fo adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCxL. 


Blackheath, Auguft the 2gth, 1758. 


My pear Frienp, 


Your Secretary's laft letter brought me the good 
news, that the fever had left you, and I will be 
lieve that it has; but a poftfcript to it, of only 
two lines, under your own hand, would have con- 
vinced me more effeétually of your recovery. An 
intermitting fever, in the intervals of the paroxyfms, 
would furely have allowed you to have written a very 
few lines with your own hand, to tell me how you 
were; and till I reccive a letter (as fhort as you 
pleafe) from yourfelf, I fhall doubt of the exaét truth 
of any other accounts. 

I fend you nb news, becaufe I have none; Cape 
Breton, Cherbourg, &&c. are now old ftories; we ex- 
pect a new one foon from Commodore Howe, but 
from whence we know not. From Germany we hope 
for good news; I cunfefs I do not, I only with it, 
‘The King of Pruffia is marched to fight the Ruffians, 
and'T believe will beat them, if they ftand; but what 
then? What hall he do next, with the three hutt- 
dred and fourfcore thoufand men, now a¢tualty at 
work upon him? He will do all that man can do, 
dur at lat if faut fuccomber, 

Remenilur 
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Remember to think yourfelf lefs well than you 
are, in order to be quite fo: be very regular rather 
longer than you need ; gnd_ then there will be no 
danger of a rclapfe."” God blefs yout 








LETTER CCCXLI. 


Blackheath, September the sth, 1758. 
My bear Frienp, 


IT RECEIVED, with great pleafure, your letter of 
the azd Auguft; for, by not havirg a line from 
you in your Secretary's two letters, I fufpected that 
you were worfe than he cared to tell me: and fo far 
Twas in the right, that your fever was more malig- 
nant than intermitting ones gencrally are, which 
feldom confine people to their bed, or at moft only 
the.days of the paroxyfms. Now, thank God, you 
are-well again, though weak, do not be in too 
much hafte to be better and ftronger ; leave izat.t2 
nature, which, at your age, will reftore both your 
health and ftrength as foon as the fhould. Live cool 
fora time, and rather low, inftead of taking what 
athey call heartening things. 

_ Your manner of making prefents is noble, et feat 
de grendent Dame dun preus Chevalier, You depre- 
faate their value to prevent any returns ; -for if is im- 

poffible 
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poffible that a wine which has counted io many Sin- 
dicks, and can only be delivered by a /enatus con- 
fultum, and is the panacea of the North, fhould be 
fold for a ducat a bottle. The fj/pbium of the Ro- 
mans, which was ftored up in the public magazines, 
and only diftributed by order of the magiftrate, I 
dare fay, coft more; fo that, I am convinced, your 
.prefent is much more valuable than you would 
mike it. 

Here [ am interrupted, by receiving your letter of 
the a5th paft. Iam glad that you are able to un- 
dertake your journey to Bremen; the motion, the 
air, the new fcene, the cvery thing, will do you 
good, provided you manage yourfelf difcreetly. 

Your bill for fifty pounds fhall certainly be ac- 
cepted and paid ; but as in confcience I think fifty 
pounds is too little, for feeing a live Landgrave, and 
efpecially at Bremen, which this whole nation knows 
to be a very dear place, I fhall, with your leave, add 
fifty more to it. By the way, when you fee the 
Princefs Royal of Caffel, be fure to tell her how 
fenfible you are of the favourable and too partial 
teftirony, which you know fhe wrote of you to 
Princefs Amelia. 

The King of Pruffia has had the victory, which 
you, in fome meafure, foretold; and as he has t#ken 
la Caiffe Militaire, 1 prefume, Meficurs les Ruffes Jone 
bors de combat pour cette campagne ; for, point d'argent, 
point de Saiffe, is not truer of the laudable Helvetic 
body, than point Margent, point de Ruff, is of the 
favages of the two ae not efen excepting tHe 

Vor. IV. Autocratrice 
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Autocratrice of them both. Serbelloni, I believe, 
Stands next in his Pruffian Majefty’s lift to be beaten; 
that is, if he will ftand; as the Prince de Soubize 
does in Prince Ferdinand’s, upon the fame condi- 
tion, If both thefe things happen, which is by no 
means improbable, we may hope for a tolerable 
peace this winter; for, aw bout du compte, the King 
of Pruffia cannot hold out another year ; and there- 
fore he fhould make the beft of thefe favourable 
events, by way of negotiation. 

I think I have written a great deal, with an actual 
giddinefs of head upon me. So adieu. 

1 am glad you have received my letter of the Ides 
of July. 





LETTER CCCXLI. 


Blackheath, September the 8th, 1758. 
My bear Friennv, 


Tus letter fhall be fhort, being only an expla- 
Ratory note upon my laft; for F am not learned 
engugh, nor yet dull enough, to make my comment 
much longer than my text. I told you then, in my 
former letter, that with your leave (which I will 
fuppofe granted), I would add fifty pounds to your 
Seaught for that fum; now left you fhould. mif- 
‘lnderftand this, and wait for the remittance of that 

additional 
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additional fifty from hence, know my meaning was, 
that you fhould likewife draw upon me‘for it when 
you pleafe; which, I prefume, will be more con- 
venient to you. 

Let the pedants, whofe bufinefs it is to believe 
lies, or the poets, whofe trade it is to invent themy 
match the King of Pruffia with a hero in antient or 
modern ftory, if they can. He difgraces hiftory, 
and makes one give fome credit to romances, Cal- 
prenede’s Juba does not now feem fo abfurd as for- 
merly, 

I have been extremely ill this whole fummer ; but 
am now fomething better: however, I perceive, que 
Pefprit et le corps baiffent ; the former is the laft thing 
that any body will tell me, or own when I tell it 
them: but I know it is true. Adieu. 





LETTER CCCXLIII. 


Blackheath, Sepember the 22d, 1758. 
My pzar Faienp, 


I HAVE received no letter from you fince you left- 
Hamburgh ; I prefume that you are perfedtly re- 
covered, but it might not have been improper to 
have told me fo. I am very far from being recover= 
ed; qn the contrary, I am worfe and warfe, weaker, 
and weaker every day ; for which reafon I fhall leave 

Me thi: 
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this place next Monday, and fet out for Bath a few days 
afterwards. I fhould not take all this trouble merely 
to prolong the fag-end of a life, from which I can 
expect no pleafure, and others no utility; but the 
cure, or at leaft the mitigation, of thofe phyfical ills 
which make that life a load while it does laft, is worth 
any trouble and attention. 

We are come off but fcurvily from our fecond at- 
tempt upon St. Malo: it is our laft for this feafon ; 
and, in my mind, fhould be our laft for ever, un- 
lefs we were to fend fo great a fea and land force 
as to give us a moral certainty of taking fome place 
of great importance, fuch as Breft, Rochefort, or 
Toulon. 

Monficur Miinchaufen embarked yefterday, as he 
faid, for Prince Ferdinand’s army ; but as it is not 
generally thought that his military fkill can be of any 
great ufe to that Prince, people conjecture, that his 
bufinefs muft be of a very different nature, and 
fufpect feparate negotiations, neutralities, and what 
not? Kniphaufen does not relifh it in the leaft, and 
is by no means fatisfied with the reafons that have 
been given him for it. Before he can arffVe ‘trere,” 
I reckon that fomething deciftve will have paffed in 
Saxony ; if to the difadvantage of the King of Pruf- 
Mia, he is crnfhed: but if, on the contrary, he fhould 
get a compleat victory (and he does not get half vic- 
tories) over the Auftrians, the winter may probably. 
produce him and us 2 reafonable peace. I look upon 
Roufiia as bors de combat for fome time ;- France is 
certainly fick of the war, under an unambitious 

King, 
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King, and an incapable Miniftry, if there is one at 
ail: and, unaflifted by thofe two Powers, the Emprefs 
Queen had better be quiet. Were any other man 
in the firuation of the King of Pruffia, I thould not 
hiefitate to pronounce him ruined; but he is fucha 
prodigy of a man, that I will only fay, I fear he will 
be ruined. It is by this time decided. 

Your Caffel Court at Bremen is, I doubt, not 
very {plendid: money muft be wanting: but, how- 
ever, I dare fay their table is always good, for the 
Landgrave is a Gourmand; and as you are domettic 
there, you may be fo too, and recruit your lofs of 
fieth from your fever: but do not recruit too faft. 
Adieu. 


———————— ee 


LETTER CCCXLIV. 


London, September the 26th, 1758 
My pear Frienp, 


{am forry to find that you had a return of your 
fevet; but, to fay the truth, you in fome meafare 
deferved it, for not carrying Dr. Middleton's bark 
and prefcription with you. I forefaw that you would 
think yourfelf cured too foon, and gave you warning 
of it; but by-gones are by-gones, as Chartres, when 
he was dying, faid of his fins: let us look forwards. 
You ‘did very prudently to return to Hamburgh, to 
good berk, and, I hope, a good phyfician, Miske 

M3 all 
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all fure there before you ftir from thence, notwith~ 
ftanding the requefts or commands of all the Prin~ 
ceffes in Europe; I mean a month at leaft, taking 
the bark even to fupererogation, that is, fome time 
longer than Dr. Middleton requires; for I prefumé 
yo aré got over your childifhnefs about taftes, and 
are fenfible that your health deferves more attention 
than your palate. When you fhall be thus re-eftab- 
lifhed, 1 approve of your returning to Bremen: and 
indeed you cannot well avoid it, both with regard 
to your promife, and to the diftinétion with which 
you have been received by the Caffel family. 

Now to the other part of your letter. Lord Hol- 
derneffe has been extremely civil to you, in {ending 
you, all under his own hand, fuch obliging offers 
of his fervice. The hint is plain, that he will (in 
cafe you defire it) procure you leave to come home 
for iome time ; fo that the fingle queftion is, Whe- 
ther you fhould defire it or not, now. It will be 
two months before you can poflibly undertake the 
journey, whether by fea or by land, and either way 
it would be a troublefome ana dangerous one for a 
convalefcent, in the rigour of the month of Novem- 
bers you could drink no mincral waters here in+that 
feafon, nor are any mineral waters proper in your 
cafe, being all of them heating except Selizer's; 
then, what would do you more harm than all medi- 
cines could, do you good, would be the peftilential 
vapours of the Hovfe of Commons, in long and 
crowded: days, of. which there will probably be 
gnany this feffion; where your attendance, if here, 


will 
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will neceffarily be required. I compare St. Ste« 
phen’s Chapel, upon thofe days, to la Grotta det 
Cane. 

Whatever may be the fate of the war now, nego- 
tlations will certainly be ftirring all the winter ; and 
of thofe, the Northern ones, you are fenfible, dre 
not the leaft important: in thefe, if at Hamburghy 
you will probably have your fhare, and perhaps a 
meritorious one. Upon the whole, therefore, I 
would advife you to write a very civil letter to Lord 
Holderneffe; and to tell him, that though you can- 
not hope to be of any ufe to his Majefty's affairs any 
where, yet, in the prefent unfettled ftate of the 
North, it is poffible that unforefeen accidents may 
throw it in your way to be of fome little fervice, and 
that you would not willingly be out of the way of 
thofe accidents; but that you fhall be moft ex- 
tremely obliged to his Lordfhip, if he will procure 
you his Majefty’s gracious permiffion to return for 
a few months in the fpring, when probably affairs 
will be more fettled one way or another. When 
things tend nearer to a fettlement, and Germany, 
from the want of money or men, or both, breathes 
peace more than war, I fhall folicit Burrith’s com- 
miffion for you, which is one of the moft agreeable 
‘ones in his Majefty’s gift ; and I fhall by no means 
defpair of fuccefs. Now I have given you my api+ 
nion upon this affair, which does not mgke 2 dif- 
ference of above three months, or four at moft, I 
‘would not be underftoed to mean to force your own, 
if-it dhould happen to be different form mise; but 

M4 mine,’ 
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mine, I think, is more both for your health and yous 
intereft, However, do as you pleafe; may you in 
this, and every thing elfe, do for the beft! fo God 
blefs vou! 





LETTER CCCXLV. 


Bath, Oétober the 18th, 1758. 
My near Friern, 


I RECEIVED by the fame poft your two letters 
of the goth paft, and of the 3d inftant. The laft 
tells me, that you are perfectly recovered ; and your 
refolution of going to Bremen in three or four days 
proves it; for, furcly, you would not undertake that 
journey a fecond time, and at this feafon of the year, 
without feeling your health folidly reftored; howe- 
yer, in all events, I hope you have taken a provi- 
fion of good bark with you. I think your attention 
to her Royal Highnefs may be of ufe to you here; 
and “indeed all attentions, to all forts of people, are 
qiways repaid in fome way or other; though real 
spbligations are not. For inftance; Lord Titchfield, 
who has been with you at Hamburgh, has written 
@n account to the Duke and Duchefs of Portland, 
who. are vbere, of the civilities you fhowed: him; 
‘with which ‘he is much pleafed; andthey delighted. 

At 
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At this rate, if you do not take care, you will get 
the unmanly reputation of a well-bred man; and 
your countryman, John Trott, will difown you. 

Ihave received, and tafted of your prefent; which 
is a trés grand vin, but more cordial to the ftomach 
than pleafant to the palate. I keep it as phyfic, only 
to take occafiomally, in little diforders of my fto~ 
mach; and in thofe cafes I believe it is wholefomer 
than ftronger cordials. 

I have been now here a fortnight ; vn though T 
am rather better than when I came, I am ftill far 
from well. My head is giddier than becomes a head 
of my age; and my ftomach has not recovered its 
retentive faculty. Leaning forwards, particularly te 
write, does not at prefent agree with Yours. 





LETTER CCCXLVI. 


Bath, Oétober the 28th, 1758. 
Mx pear Farenp, 


Your letter has quieted my alarms; for, I find 
by it, that you are as well recovered as you could 
be in fo fhort atime. It is your bufinefs now, to 
keep yourfelf well, by fcrupuloufly following Dr. 
Middleton's dire&tions. He feems to be: a rational 
and knowing mai. Soap and fteel are, unquettion- 
‘pbly, the proper medicines for your: cafe; but, as 

: they 
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they are alteratives, you muft take them for a very 
Jong time, fix months at Jeaft; and then drink cha- 
lybeate waters. Iam fully perfuaded, that this was 
your original complaint in Carniola; which thofe 
ignorant phylicians called, in their jargon, Arthritis 
vaga, aud treated as fuch. But, now the true caufe 
of your ilinefs is difcovered, I flatter myfelf that, 
with time and patience on your part, you will be 
‘radically cured; but, I repeat it again, it muft be 
by a long and uninterrupted courfe of thofe altera- 
tive medicines above-mentioned. They have no 
tafte; but, if they had a bad one, I will not now 
fuppofe you fuch a child, as to let the frowardnefs 
of your palate interfere, in the Icaft, with the re- 
covery or enjoyment of health. The latter de- 
ferves the utmoft attention of the moft rational 
man ; the former is only the proper objeét of the care 
of «dainty, frivolous woman. 

The run of luck, which fome time ago we were 
an, feems now to be turned againft us. Oberg is 
completely routed; his Pruffian Majefty was fur- 
prifed (which I am furprifed at), and had rather the. 
worft of it. I am in fome pain for Pripce Ferdinand ;. 
as I take it for granted, that the detachment from 
‘Maréchal de Contade’s army, which enabled Prince 
Soubize to beat Oberg, will immediately return to 
the grand army, and then it will be infinitely fupe- 
rier. Nor do I fee where Prince. Ferdinand can take 
his winter. quarters, unlefs he retires to Hanover ; 
.and that 1 do not take to be at prefent the land of 
(Canaan.. Our fecond expedition to St. Malo, | canr 

5 not 
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not call fo much an unlucky as an ill-condutted 
one; as was alfo Abercrombie’s affair in America. 
Mais il n'y a pas de petite perte qui revient fouvent ; 
and all thefe accidents put together make a confi- 
dérable fum total. 

I have found fo little good by thefe waters, that 
Ido not intend to ftay here above a week longer; 
and then remove my crazy body to London, which 
is the moft convenient place either to live or die in, 

I cannot expeét ative health any where; you 
may, with common care and prudence, expect it 
every where; and God grant that you may have it! 
Adieu. 


LETTER CCCXLVIL 


London, November the 21ft, 1758, 
My pear Frienp, 


You did well to think of Prince Ferdinand’s rib- 
band, which I confefs I did not ; and I am glad to 
find you thinking fo far beforehand. It would be a 
pretty commiffion, and I will accingere me to pro- 
cure it you. The only competition I fear, is that 
of Genfral Yorke, in cafe Prince Ferdinand fhould 
pafs any time with his brother at the Hague, which 
is not'unlikely, fince he cannot go to Brun{wick to: 

his 
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his eldeft brother, upon account of their fimulated 
quarrel. 

T fear the. piece is at an end with the King of 
Pruffia, and he may fay licet; I am fire he may 
perfonally fay plaudite. Warm work is expected this 
{effion of Parliament, about continent and no conti- 
nent; fome think Mr. Pitt too continent, others too 
little fo ; but a little time, as the news-papers moft 
prudently and truly obferve, will clear up thefe 
tatters, 

The King has been ill; but his illnefs is termina- 
ted ina good fit of the gout, with which he is ftill 
confined. It was generally thought that he would 
have dicd, and for a very good reafon: for the oldeft 
Lion in the Tower, much about the King’s age, died 
a fortnight ago. This extravagancy, I can affure 
you, was believed by many above peuple. So wild 
and capricious is the human mind ! 

Take care of your health, as much as you can; 
for, to be, or not to be, is a queftion of much lefs 
inoportance, in my mind, than 4o be or not to be 
well. Adicu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER. CCCXLVII. 


London, December the 1sth, 1758. 
My pgar Frienp, 


Ir is a great while fince I heard from you, but E 
hope that good, not ill health, has been the- occa 
fion of this filence ; 1 will fuppofe you have been, 
or are ftill at Bremen, and engrofied by your Hef+ 
fian friends. 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick is moft certainly 
to have the Garter, and { think I have fecured you 
the honour of putting iton. When I fay fecwred, 1 
mean it in the fenfe in which that word thould al- 
ways be underftood at Courts, and that is infecurely 5 
Thave a promife, but that is not caution bourgeoife. 
In all events, do not mention it to any mortal, be- 
caufe there is always a degree of ridicule that attends 
a difappointment, though often very unjuftly, if the 
expectation was reafonably grounded : however, it 
is certainly-moft prudent not to communicate, pre- 
maturely, one’s hopes or one's fears. I cannot tell 
you when Prince Ferdinand will have it; though 
there are fo many candidates for the other two va- 
cant Garters, that I believe he will have his foon, 
and by himfelf; the others muft wait till a third, or 
rather fourth vacancy. Lord Rockingham'and Lord 
Holderneffe are fecure; Lord Temple pufhes ftrong~ 
ty, geht, I believe,-is not fecure. This commiffion 
for 
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for dubbing a Knight, and fo diftinguifhed a one, 
will be a very agreeable and creditable one for you, 
et il faut veus en acquitter galamment, In the days of 
antient chivalry, people were very nice, whom they 
would be knighted by; and, if I do not miftake, 
Francis the Firft would only be knighted by the 
Chevalier Bayard, gui ctoit preux Chevalier et fans re~ 
procbe; and no doubt but it will be recorded, dans 
kes archives de la Muifon de Brunfwick, that Prince 
Ferdinand received the honour of knighthood from 
your hands, 

The eftimates for the expences of the year 1759 
are made up; I have feen them; and what do you 
think they amount to? No lefs than twelve millions 
three hundred thoufand pounds; a moft incredible 
fum, and yet already all fubfcribed, and even more 
offered! The unanimity in the Houfe of Commons, 
in voting fuch a fum, and fuch forces, both by fea 
and land, is not lefs aftonifhing. This is Mr, Pitt's 
doing, and it is marvellens in cur eyes. i 

The King of Pruftia has nothing more to do this 
year; and the next, he muft begin where he has left 
off. I with he would employ this winter in con- 
cluding a feparate peace with the Eleétor of Saxony ; 
which would give him more elbow-room, to act 
againft France and the Queen of Hungary, and put 
an end at once to the proceedings of the Diet, and 
the army of the Empire; for then no eftate of the 
Empire would be ifvaded by a co-eftat’, and 
France, the faithful and difinterefted Gide of 
the Treaty of ‘Weftphalia, would have no pretence 


to’ 
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fo continue its armies there. I fhould think that 
his Polifh Majefty, and his Governor Comte Brihl, 
muft be pretty weary of being fugitives in Poland, 
where they are hated, and of being ravaged in 
Saxony. This réverie of minc, I hope, will be tried, 
and I with it may fucceed. Good night, and God 
blefs you! 





LETTER CCCXLIX. 


London, New Year's-day, 1759. 
My bear Frienp, 


Moti. felici, and 1 have done upon that fub- 
je&t, one truth being fair, upon the mott lying day 
in the whole year. 

T have now before me your laft letter of the 21ft 
December, which I am glad to find is a bill of 
health: but, however, do not prefume too much 
upon it, but obey and honour your phyfician, ‘ that 
thy days.may be long in the land.” 

Since my laft, I have heard nothing more con- 
cerning the ribband; but I take it for granted it 
will be difpofed of foon. By the way, upon reflec- 
tion, I"m not fure that any body but 4 Knight 
can, acbording to form, -be employed to make 2 
Knight, “I remember that Sir Clement’ Cotterel 


way 
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was fent to Holland, to dubb the late Prince of 
Orange, only becaufe he was a Knight himfelf; and 
I know that the proxies of Knights, who cannot at- 
tend their own inftallations, muft always be Knights. 
This did not occur to me before, and perhaps will 
not to the perfon who was to recommend you; I am 
fure I will not ftir it; and I only mention it now, 
that you may be in all events prepared for the difap- 
pointment, if it fhould happen. 

G * * is exceedingly flattered with your account, 
that three thoufand of his countrymen, all as little as 
himfelf, fhould be thought a fufficient guard upon 
three-and-twenty thoufand of all the nations in Eu- 
rope; not that he thinks himfelf, by any means, a 
little man, for, when he would defcribe a tall hand- 
fome man, he raifes himfelf up at leaft half an inch 
to reprefent him. 

The private news from Hamburgh is, that his 
Majefty’s Refident there is woundily in love with 
Madame * * * *; if this be true, God fend him, 
rather than her, a good delivery! She muft be 
4trennée at this feafon, and therefore I think you 
fhould be fo too; fo draw upon me, as foon as you 
pleafe, for one hundred pounds. 

Here is nothing new, except the unanitnity with 
which the Parliament gives away a dozen of millions 
‘fterling ; and the unanimity of the public is as great 
in approving of it; which has ftifted the ufpal poli- 
tical and polemical argumentations. 

Cardinal Bernis's difgrace is as fudden, and hi- 
therto as little underftood, as his clevation yas. I 

hav’ 
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have feen his poems, printed at Paris, not by @ 
friend, I dare fay ; and, to judge by them, I hum- 
bly conceive his Eminency is a p—y. I will fay 
nothing of that excellent head-piece that made him, 
and unmade him in the fame month, except O King, 
hive for ever. 

Good night to you, whomever you pafs it with. 








LETTER CCCL. 


London, February the 2d, 1759. 
My pear Frienv, 


I AM now (what I have very feldom been) two 
letters in your debt: the reafon was, that my head, 
like many other heads, has frequently taken a 
wrong turn; in which cafe, writing is painful to 
me, and therefore cannot be very pleafant to my 
readers. 

I with you would (while you have fo good an op- 
portunity as you have at Hamburgh) make your- 
felf perfectly mafter of that dull but very ufeful 
knowledge, the courfe of exchange, and the caufes 
of its almoft perpetual variations; the value and 
relation, of different Coins, the Specie, the Banco, 
Ufancet, Agio, and a thoufand other particulars. 
You miay“with eafe learn, and you will be very glad 
when/you have: learned them; for, in your bifi- 

iL. IV. N nefs, 


194 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


nefs, that fort of knowledge will often prove necef- 
fary. 

I hear nothing more of Prince Ferdinand’s Gar- 
ter: that he wilj have one is very certain; but when, 
I believe, is very uncertain; all the other poftulants 
wanting to be dubbed at the fame time, which 
cannot be, as there is not ribband enough for 
them. 

If the Ruflians move in time, and in earneft, 
there will be an end of our hopes and of our armics 
in Germany; three fuch mill-ftones as Ruffia, 
France, and Auftria, mutt, fooncr or Jater, in the 
courfe of the year, grind his Pruflian Majefty down 
toamere Margiave of Brandenburgh. But I have 
always fome hopes of a change under a Gunarchy * 5 
where whim and humour commonly prevail, reafon 
very feldom, and then only by a lucky miftake. 

J except the incomparable Fair-one of Hamburgh, 
that prodigy of beauty, and paragon of good-fenfe, 
who has enflaved your mind, and enflamed your 
heart. If the is as well ctrenn‘¢ as you fay fhe hall, 
you will be foon out of her chains jfor I have, by 
Jong experience, found women to be like Telephus's 
ipear, if one ene kills, the other cures. fiw 

There never was fo quiet, or fo filent a feffion of 
Parliament as ‘the prefent; Mr. Pitt declares only 
what he would have them do, aad they do it memine 
contradicente, Mr. Viner only excepted. 





Derived from the Greck word Tux, a womarf, and means 


Femyle Government. \ , 
Duiche# 
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Dutchefs Hamilton is to be married, to-morrow, 
to Colonel Campbell, the fon of General Campbell, 
who will, fome day or other, be Duke of Argyle, 
and have the eftate. She refufed the Duke of B—r 
for him. 

Here is a report, but I believe a very groundlefs 
one, that your old acquaintance, the fair Madame 
C—e, is run away from her hutband, with a jewel- 
ler that @trennes her, and is come over here; but I 
dare fay it is fome miftake, or perhapsa lic. Adieu! 
God blefs you! 














LETTER CCCLI. 


London, February the 27th, 1759. 
My pear Frienp, 


In your laft letter, of the 7th, you accufe me, 
moft unjuftly, of being in arrears in my correfpond- 
ehce ; whereas, if our epiftolary accounts were 
fairly liquidated, I believe you would be brought in 
confidefably debtor. I do not fee how any of my 
letters to you can mifcarry, unlefs your office-packet 
mifcarries too, for 1 always fend them to the office. 
Moreover, I might have a juftifiable excufe for 
writing to you feldomer than ufual, for tor be fure 
there never was a period of time, in the middle of 
a winger, and the Parliament fitting, that fopplied 

Nz fo 
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fo little matter for a letter. Near twelve millions 
have been granted this year, not only nemine contra- 
dicente, but nemine quicquid dicente. The proper of= 
ficers bring in the eftimates ; it is taken for granted 
that they are neceflary, and frugal ; the Members 
ge to dinner, and leave Mr. Weft and Mr. Martin 
to do the reft. 

FE prefume you have feen the little poem of the 
Country Lafs, by Soame Jenyns, for it was in the 
Chronicle ; as was alfo an anfwer to it, from the 
Monitor. They are her of them bad_perform- 
ances; the firft is the neateft, and the plan of the 
fecond has the moft invention. I fend you none of 
thofe picces volantes in my letters, becaufe they are 
all printed in one or other of the news-papers, par- 
ticularly the Chronicles; and I fuppofe that you and 
others have all thofe papers amongft you at Ham- 
burgh ; in which cafe it would be only putting you 
to the unneceflary expence of double poftage. 

I find you are fanguine about the King of Pruffia 
this year: I allow his army will be what you fay; 
but what will that be vis-a-vis French, Auftrians, 
Imperialifts, Swedes, and Ruffians,* who mutt 
amount to more than double that number? Were 
the inequality lefs, I would allow for the King of 
Pruffia’s being fo much ip/e agmen as pretty nearly 
to balance the account. In war, numbers are gene- 
rally my omens; and I confefs, that in @ermany 
they feetn not happy ones this year. In America, I 
think we are fure of fuccefs; and great fiiccefs; but 
ow.we fhall be able to ftrike a balance as thy cal} 
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it, between good fuccefs there, and ill fuccefs upon 
the continent, fo as to come at a peace, is more than 
I can difcover. 

Lady Chefterficld makes you her compliments, 
and thanks you for your offer; but declines trqy- 
bling you, being difcouraged by the ill duccels of 
Madame Miinchaufen’s and Mits Chetwynd’s com- 
miffions, the former for beef, and the latter for 
gloves; neither of which have yet been executed, to 
the diffatisfaction of both, Adieu. 


———— 





LETTER CCCLIL 


London, March the 16th, 1759. 
My veEAR Frienp, 


T HAVE now your letter of the 2oth paft lying 
before me, by which you defpond, in my opinion, 
too foon, of dubbing your Prince; for he moft 
certainly will have the Garter: and he will as proe 
bably’ fave it before the campaign opens, as after. 
His campaign muft, I doubt, at beft, be a defenfive 
one; and he will thew great {kill in making it fuch 
for, acvording to my calculation, his enemies will 
be at le«ft doube his number. Their troops, in- 
deed, riiay perhaps be worfe than his; but then their 
number will make up that defeét, as it will enable 
her, to undertake different operations at the fame 

N3 time. 
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time. I cannot think that the King of Denmark 
will take a part in the prefent war; which he cannot 
do without great poffible danger: and he is well 
‘paid by France for wis neutrality; is fafe, let what 
will turn out; and, in the mean time, carries on his 
commeice with great advantage and fecurity: fo 
that that confideration will not retard your vifit to 





your own country, whenever you have Jeave to re- 
turn, and your own arraigen ents will allow you. » A 
dhort abfence animates a tender pation, et l'on ne re- 








cule gue pour view. vauter, efpecialiy in the fummer 
monihs; fo that | would advife you to begin your 
journey in May, and continue your abfence from 
the dear objeét of your vows nll after the dog-cays, 
when love is faid to be unwholefome. We have 
been difappointed at Martinico ; 1 with we may not 





be fo at Gandaloupe, though we are landed there ; 
for many difficul:ics muft be got over, before we 
can be in pofleilion of the whole ifland. A propes 
de bottes; you make ufe of two Spanifh words, very 
properly, in your letter; were I you, I would learn 
the Spanith language, if there were a-Spaniard at 
Hamburgh who could teach me; and then you 
would be mafter of all the European languages that 
are ufeful; and, in my mind, it is very convenient, 
if not neceffary, for a public man to underftand 
them all, and not to be obliged to have recpurfe to 
an interpreter, for thofe papers that chance or bufi- 
nefs may throw in his way. I learned Spanifh when 
Iwas older than ycu; convinced, by expesience, 
that, in every thing poffible, it was better tostru‘c 

to 
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to one’s felf, than to any other body whatfoever. 
Interpreters, as well as relators, are often unfaithful, 
and ftill oftener incorrect, puzzling, and blunder- 
ing. In fhort, let ir be your maxim through life, 
td know all you can know, yourfelf; and never to 
truft implicitly to the informations of others. This 
rule has been of infinite fervice to me, in the courle 
of my life. 

I am rather better than T was; which [ owe not to 
my phyficians, but to an afs and a cow, who nourifh 
me, between them, very 1 lenrifully and wholefome- 
ly; in the morning the afs is my aurfc, at night the 
cow; and I have juft now bought a milch-goat, 
which is to graze, and nurfe me at Blackheath, I 
do not know what may come of this latter; and Tam 
not without apprehenfions that it may make a fatyr 
of me; but, fhould I find that obfcene difpofition 
growing upon me, I will check it in time, for fear 
of endangering my life and character by rapes. And 
fo we heartily bid you farewell. 





Na LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLII. 


London, March the 3oth, 1759. 
My pear Frienp, 


I DO not like thefe frequent, however fhort, re- 
turns of your illnefs; for, ] doubt they imply either 
want of {kill in your phyfician, or want of care in his 
patient. Rhubarb, foap, and chalybeate medicines 
and waters, are almoft always fpecifics for obftruc- 
tions of the liver: but then a very exact regimen is 
neceffary, and that for a leng continuance. Acids 
are good for you, but you do not Jove them; and 
fweet things are bad for you, and you do love them, 
There is another thing very bad for you, and I fear 
you Jove it too much. When I was in Hollind, I 
had a flow fever, that hung upon me a great while ; 
I confulted Boerhaave, who preicribed me what I 
fuppofe was proper, for it cured me; but he added, 
by way of poft{cript to his prefcription, Venus rarius, 
eolatur : which I obferved, and perhaps that made 
the medicines more effeCtual. 

I doubt we fhall be mutually difappointed in our 
hopes of feeing one another this fpring, as I believe 
you will find, by a letter which you will receive, at 
the fame time with this, from Lord Holderneffe ; 
but, as Lord Holderneffe will not tell you all, I will, 
between you and me, fupply that defeét. I muftdo 
him the juftice to fay, that he has aéted in sa 
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kind and friendly manner poffible to us both. When 
the King read your letter, in which you defired leave 
to return, for the fake of drinking the Tunbridge- 
waters, he faid, ‘* If he wants itec] waters, thofe of 
«* Pyrmont are better than Tunbridge; and he can 
«* have them very frefh at Hamburgh. I would.ra- 
* ther he had afked to come laft autumn, and had 
“© pafied the winter here; for, if he returns now, I 
“© fhall have nobody in thofe quarters to inform me 
*© of what pafles; and yet it will be a very bufy and 
*¢ important fcene.” Lord Holderneffe, who found 
that it would not be liked, refolved to puth it na 
farther ; and replied, he was very fure, that, when 
you knew his Majefty had the leaft objection to your 
return at this time, you would think of it no longer; 
and he owned that he (Lord Holderneffe) had given 
you encouragement for this application, laft year, 
then thinking and hoping that there would be little 
occafion for your prefence at Hamburgh this year. 
Lord Uolderneffé will only tell you, in his letter, 
that, as he had fome reafon to believe his moving 
this matter would be difagreeable to the King, he 
refolved, for. your fake, not to mention it. Yoy 
my anfwer his letter upon that foot fingly, and 
thank him for this mark of his friendfhip; for he 
has really aéted as your friend. I make no doubt of 
your having willing leave to return in autumn, for 
the whole winter. In the mean time, make the beft 
of your jour where you are, drink the Pyrmont wa~ 
ters, and no wine but Rhenifh, which, in your cafe, 
is the only proper one for you. 

Next 
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Next weck, Mr. Harte will fend you his Guftavus 
Adolphus, in two quartos; it will contain many new 
particulars of the life of that real hero, as he has had 
abundant and authentic materials, which have never 
yet appeared. It will, upon the whole, be a very 
curious and valuable hifory; though, between you 
and me, I could have withed that he lad been more 
correét and elegant in his ftyle. You will find it de- 
dicated to one of your acquaintance, who was forced 
to prune the luxuriant praifes beflowed upon him, 
and yet has left enough of all confcience to fatisfy a 
reafonable man. Harte has becn very much out of 
order, thefe laft three or four months, but is not the 
lefs intent upon fowing his Lucerne, of which he had 
fix crops laft year, to his infinite joy, and, as be fays, 
profit. Asa gardener, I thall probably have as much 
joy, though not quite fo much protit by thirty or 
forty fhillings; for there is the preaett promite of 
fruit this year, at Blackheath, that ever 1 Cu in my 
life. Vertumnus and Pomona have been very pro- 
pitious to me; as for Priapus, that tremendous gar- 
den God, as I no longer invoke him, [ cannot ex- 
pect his protection from the birds and thieves. 

Adieu! Twill conclude like a pedant. Levis fit 
Patientid quicquid corrigere oft nefus, 








LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLIV. 


London, April the 16th, 1759. 
My pear Frienn, 


WIT tt humble fabmittion to you, T fill fay, 
that if Prince Perdinand can make a detenfive came 
at deal, cons 





paign this year, he will have cone a 
fidering the great inequality of nurubars, The littke 
advantages of taking a regiment or two prifoners, or 
cutting another to pieces, are but trifling articles in 
the great account; they are only the pence, the 
pounds are yet to come; and I take it for granted, 
that neither the French, nor the Court of Vienna, 
will have fe /émenti of their main objeét, which is 
unqueftionably Llanover; for that is the fumma fum- 
marun; and they will certainly take care to draw a 
force together for this purpofe, too great for any that 
Prince Ferdinand has, or can have, to oppofe them. 
In fhort, mark the end on't, fem augure mal. IE 
France, Auftria, the Empire, Ruffia, and Sweden, 
arénot, at long run, too hard for the two electors 
of Hanover and Brandenburgh, there muft be fome 
invifible Powers, fome tuielar Deities, that miracu- 
loufly interpofe in favour of the latter. 

You encourage me to accept all the powers that 
goats, affes, and bulls, can give me, by engaging 
for my not making an ill ufe of them; ‘but I own, 
T cannot help diftrufling myielf a little, or rather 

human 
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human nature; for, it is an old and very true obfer- 
vation, that there are mifcrs of money, but none of 
power; and the non-ufe of the one, and the abufe of 

the other, increafe in proportion to their quantity. 
Tam very forry to tell you, that Harte’s Guftavus 
Ada'phus does nor take at all, and confequently fells 
very little; it is certainly informing, and full of good 
matter ; but it is as certain too, that the ftyle is ex- 
ecrable: where the devil he picked it up, I cannot 
cOnceive, for it isa bad ftyle, of a new and fingular 
kind; itis full of Latinifms, Gallicifms, Germanifms, 
and all ifs but Anglicifms; in fome places pom- 
pous, in others vulgar and low. Surely, before the 
end of the world, people, and you in particular, will 
difcover, that the manncr, in every thing, is at leat 
as important as the matter; and that the latter never 
can pleafe, without a good degree of elegancy in the 
former. ‘This holds true in every thing in life: in 
writing, converfing, bufinefs, the help of the Graces 
is abfolutely neceflary ; and whoever vainly thinks 
himfelf above them, will find he is miftaken, when 
it will be too late to court them, for they, will not 
come to ftrangers of an advanced age.- There is an 
Hiftory lately come out, of the Reign of Mary Queen 
ef Scois, and her fon (no'matter by whom) King 
James, written by one Robertfon, a Scotchman, 
which.for clearnefs, purity, and dignity of ftyle, I 
‘will not {cruple to compare with the beft hiftorians 
extant, not excepting Davila, Guicciardini, and 
perhaps Livy. Its fuccefs has confequently been 
gveat; and a fecond edition is already publithed, and 
2 bought 
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bought up. I take it for granted, that it is to be 
had, or at leaft borrowed, at Hamburgh, or I would 
fend it you, 

I hope you drink the Pyrmont waters every morn- 
ing. ‘The health of the mind depends fo much upon 
the health of the body, that the latter deferves the 
utmoft attention, independently of the fenfes. God 
fend you a very great fhare of both! Adieu. 








LETTER CCCLY. 


London, April the 27th, 1759. 
My pear Frienp, 


T HAVE received your two letters of the Yoth. and 
13th, by the laft mail ; and J will begin my anfwer 
to them, by obferving to you, that a wife man, with- 
out being a Stoic, confiders, in all misfortunes that 
befall him, their beft as well as their worft fide; and 
every thirig has a better and a worfe fide.. I have 
ftridtly obferved that rule for many years, and have 
found by experience, that fome comfort is to be ex+ 
traéted, under moft moral ills, by confidering thers 
imevery light, inftead of dwelling, as people are too 
apt to do, upon the gloomy fide of the objets 
‘Thank God, the difappointment that you fo pathetie 
cally groan under, is not a calamity which admits of 
no confolation. Let us fimplify it, and fee"what it 

: amounts 
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amounts to. You were pleafed with the expectation 
of coming here next month, to fee thofe who wo.ld 
have been pleafed with f{ceing you. That, from very 
natural caufes, cannot be; and you muft pafs this 
fammer at Hamburh, and next winter in England, 
inftead of pafling this fummer in England, and next 
winter at Hamburgh. Now, cftimating things “airly, 
is not the change rather to your advantage? Is not 
the fummer more cligible, both for health anc plea- 
fure, than the winter, in that northern frozen Zone ? 
and will not the winter, in England, fupply you with 
more pleafures than the fummer, in an empty capi - 
tal, could have done? So far then it appears, that 
you are rather a gainer by your misfortune. 

The tour too, which you propofe making to Lu- 
beck, Altena, ée. will both amufe and inform you ; 
for, at your age, one cannot fee too many different 
places and people: fince, at the age you are now of, 
T take it for granted, that you will not fee them fu- 
perficially, as you did when you firft went abroad, 

This whole matter then, fummed up, amounts to 
no more than this—that you will be lere next winter, 
inftead of this fummer./ Do not think that all I have 
faid is the confolation only of an ok! philofuphical 
fellow, almoft infenfible of pleafure or pain, offered 
to a young fellow who has quick fenfations of both. 
No, it is the rational philofophy taught me by expe- 
rience and knowledge of the world, and which I have 
prattifed above thirty years. I always made the beft 
of the beft, and never made bad worfe by fretting ; 
this enabled me to go through the various icenes of 

life, 
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life, in which I have been an aétor, with more plea- 
fure and lefs pain than moft people. You will fay, 
perhaps, one cannot change one’s nature ; and that, 
if a perfon is born of a very fenfible gloomy temper, 
and apt to fee things in the worft light, they cannot 
help ¥, nor new-make themfelves. I will admit it, 
to a certain, degree, and but to a certain degree ; 
for, thpugh we cannot totally change our nature, we 
may inka great meafure correct it, by refleétion and 
philofophy; and fome philofophy is a very necef- 
fary companion in this world, where, even to the 
moft fortunate, the chances are greatly againft hap- 
pinefs. 

Tam not old enough, nor tenacious enough, to 
pretend not to underfiand the main purport of your 
laft letter ; and, to dhow you that I do, you may 
draw upon me for two hundred pounds, which, I 
hope, will more than clear you. 

Good night: equam memento relus in arduis fervare 
mentem; be neither tranfported nor depreffed by the 
accidents of life. 





LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLVI. 


Blackheath, May the 16th, 1759. 
My pean Frienp, 


Your Secretary's laft letter of the 4th,{ which 
I received yefterday, has quieted my fears } good 
deal, but has not entircly diffipated them. Your 
Sever fill continues, he {ays, though in a lefs degree. 
Is it a continued fever, or an intermitting one? If 
the former, no wonder that you are weak, and that 
your head aches. If the latter, why has not the 
bark, in fubftance and large dofes, been adminif- 
tered? for, if it had, it muft have ftopped it by 
this time. Next poft, I hope, will fet me quite at 
eafe. Surely you have not been fo regular as you 
ought, either in your medicines, or in your general 
fégimen, otherwife this fever would not have re- 
turned ; for the, Doctor calls it your fever returned, ~ 
‘as if you had an exclufive patent for it. You have 
now had illneffes enough, to know the value of 
health, and to make you implicitly folluw- the pre- 
{criptions of your phyfician in medicines, and the 
tules of your own common fenfe in diet ; in which, 
I can affure you, from my own experience, “that 
quantity is often worfe than quality; and I would ra- 
ther eat half a pound of bacon at a meal, than two 
pounds of any the moft wholefome food. 

Ihave 


f have beén fetied here near a week, fo my great 
fatisfaction, ¢’eft me place, and I know it, which is 
not given toevery body. Cut off from focial life 
by my deafnefs, as well as other phyfical ills, and 
at beft but the ghoft of my former felf, I walle 
filence and folitude as becomes 4 ghoft; with 
this only difference, that I walk by day, whereas you 
know, Jo be fure, that other ghofts only appear by 
My health, however, is better than it was 
thanks to my almoft total milk diet. This 
enables me to vary my folitary amufements, and al- 
ternately to fcribble as well as read, which I could 
not do laft year. Thus I faunter away the remain- 
der, be it more or lefs, of an agitated and active 
life, now reduced (and J am not fure I am a lofer by 
the change) to fo quiet and ferene a one, that it 
may properly be called, fill life. 

The French whifper in confidence, in order that 
it may be the more known and the more credited, 
that they intend to invade us this year, in no lefs 
than three places; that is, England, Scotland, and 
Yreland. Some of our great men, like the Devils, 
believe and tremble; others, and one Jittle oney 
whom [ know, laugh at it; and, in general, it feems 
to be but a poor inftead of a formidable {carecrow, 
‘While fomebody was at the head of a moderate army, 
and wanted (I know why) to be at the head of a great 
one,” intended invafions were made an article of pos 
Ahtical faith ; and thé belief of them was. required, 
as in the Church the belief of fome abfurdities, and 
even impothilities, is required, opon pain of herefy, . 

Vor, IV. ° excom- 
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excommunication, and confequently damnation, if 
they tend to the power and intereft of the Heads of 
the Church. But now there is a general toleration, 
and the beft Subjects, as well as the beft Chriftians, 
may believe what their reafon and thcir confci 
fuggeft. It is generally and rationally fuppofyf, ¢ 
French will threaten and not ftrike, fince wf are fo 
well prepared, both by armics and flects, to ceive, 
and, I may add, to defiroy them, Adieu God 
blefs you! 





LETTER CCCLVIL 


Blackheath, June the 15th, 1749. 
My pear Frienp, 


Your tetter of the 5th, which I received yefter- 
day, gave me great fatisfaétion, being all in youn 
own hand; though it contains great, and I fear juf 

complaints of your ill ftate of health. You do very 
well to change the air; and I hope that change will 
do well by you. I would therefore have you write, 
after the 20th of Auguft, to Lord Holderneffe, to 
beg of him to obtain his Majefty’s leave for you to 
return to England for 20 or three months, upon ac- 
count of your health. Two or three months is an 
indefinite time, which may afterwards be infenfibly 
ftretclied to what length one pleafes: leave that to 


5 me. 


TQ HIS SON. Pye 


me. In the mean time, you may be taking your mea- 
fures with the beft economy. 

The day before yefterday, an exprefs arrived from 
daloupe ; which brought an account of our be- 
poffeffion of the whole ifland. And I make no 
of doubt, but that, in about two montbs, 
have as good news from Crown-point, Que- 
_ Our affairs in Germany, I fear, will not 












LETTER CCCLVII. 


Blackheath, June the 25th, 1759. 
My bear Frienp, 


THE two laft mails have brought me no letter from 
you or your Secretary ; Iwill take this filence as a fign 
that you are bettar; but however, if you thought 
that I cared to know, you fhould have cared to have 
written. Here the weather has been very fine for 
a fortnight together; a longer term than in this 
climate we are ufed to hold fine weather by. I hope 
it is fo too at Hamburgh, or at leaft at the villa to 
which you are gone; but pray do not let it be your 
villa viciofa, as thofe retirements are often called, 
and too often prove; though (by the way) the ori+ 
O2 ginal 
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ginal name was villa vezze/a; and by wags mifcalled 
viciofa. 

T have 2 moft gloomy profpect of affairs in Ger- 
many: the French are already in Dolfeffion of 





siemstisaoen des Belles Lettres, but rather 
the Capital, and ftudy them upon the coi 
eld acquaintance Monfieur de Richelieu/ made a 
great progrefs there in metallic learning an¢ infcrip- 
tions. If Prince Ferdinand ventures a batue to pre- 
vent it, I dread the confequences; the odds are too 
great againft him: The King of Pruffia is ftill in a 
worfe fituation; for, he has the Hydra to encoun- 
ter: and, though-he may cut off a head or two, 
there will ftit be enough left te devour him at 
laft. Ihave, as you know, long foretold the now- 
approaching cataftrophe ; but I was Caffandra. Our 
affairs in the new world have a much more pleafing 
afpet: Gaudaloupe is a great acquifition ; and Que- 
bec, which F make no doubt of, wilk fill be = 
greater. But muft all thefe advantages, purchafed 
at the price of fo much Englith blgod and treafure, 
bbe at laft facrificed as a peace-offering? . God 
‘knows what confequences fuch a meafure may pro~ 
duve; the germe of difcontent is already great, 
wpon the bare fuppofition of the cafe; but, thould 
ie be realifed. it will grow to a harveft of difaf- 

Sefton. 
You are now, to be fure, taking the previous ne- 
eeffary meafurcs for your return here in the autumn 5 
aad 
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and I think you may difband your whole family, 
excepting your fecretary, your butler, who takes 
care of your plate, wine, &c. one, or at moft two, 
|-fervants, and your valet de chambre, and one 
n, whom you will bring over with you. But 
give n\ mortal, either there or here, reafon to think 
that ydp are not to return to Hamburgh again. If 
you ardlatked about it, fay, like Lockhart, that you 
viteur des évenemens; for your prefent ap- 
pointmets will do you no hurt here, till you have 
fome better deftination. At that feafon of the year, 
I believe it will be better for you to come by fea 
than by land ; but that you will be beft able to judge 
of from the then circumftances of your part of the 
world. 

Your old friend Stevens is dead of the confump- 
tion that has long been undermining him. God blefs 
you, and fend you health ! 





LETTER CCCLIX. 


Bath, February the 26th, 1761. 
My DEAR Faiznp, 
Iam very glad to hear that your election is finally 
fettled,~=nd, ¢o fay the trath, not forry, that: Mf. 
© © ‘has been compelled to da, de mene SO 
03 
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that which he might have done at firft in a friendly 
and handfome manner. However, take no notice of 
what is paft, and live with him as you ufed to do be 
fore; for, in the intercourfe of the world, it is 9 
neceffary to feem ignorant of what one knows, a 
to“have forgotten what one remembers. 

T have juft now finifhed Coleman’s Play, | ‘ind like 
it very well; it is well conduéted, and the'’charac- 
ters are well. preferved. 1 own, I expeéted from the 
author more dialogue wit; but, as I knoy that he 
is a moft {crupulous claffic, I believe he did not 
dare to put in half fo much wit as he could have 
done, becaufe Terence has not a fingle grain; and 
it would have been crimen lef antiquitatis. God 
blefs you ! 









LETTER ccctx, 


Bath, November the arft, 1761. 
My bear Friend, 


T-HavE this moment received your letter of the 
Ygth. If I find any alterations by drinking’ thefe 
‘waters, now fix days, it is rather for the better; 
Aut, in fix days more, I think I fhall find, with 
more certainty; what humour they aré-iaith me; 
4f kind, I will profit of, but not abpfe their kind- 

nefs 
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nefs; "all things have their bounds; guos ultra citrdve 
neguit confiftere reclum ; and I will endeavour to nick 
that point. 

re: Queen's jointure is larger than, from fome 


s, I expected it would be, though not greater 
than'the very laft precedent authorifed. Thoecafe 
of th} late Lord Wilmington was *, 1 Tancy, Te- 
memlered, 





the Houk of Commons, and who had long been treasurer and 


* ‘sf Wilmington, then Sir Spencer Compton, Speaker of 
favourité of George the Sce 





nd, when Prince of Wales, Upon 
the death of King George the Firft, he was ina manner de- 
clared Prime Minifter ; but « few days after the acceftion of 
George the Second to the throne, Queen Caroline atked Sir 
Spencer Compton, what dowry the fhould have, in eafe fhe 
had the misfortnne to furvive her Royal Confort. He replied, 
* As much as any Queen of England ever had, which was, 
« fifty thoufand pounds the y Sir Robert Walpole hear- 
ing of this, obferved, that, “ had her Majefty referred herfelf 
“on that article to him, he fhould have anfwered, One hun- 
«dred thoufad.” This being reported to the Queen, fhe fent 
to Sir Robert, }lct 














ing to Speak with him. When applying to 
Herfelf an indelicate epithet, which the knew he had formerly 
applied to her, and had from thence conceived a diflike ‘to 
him, the with great good humour afked him the fame queftion 
which fhe had before propofed to Sir Spencer Compton, which 
he anfwered agrecably to his former declaration, This, it is 
faid, was one principal ftep on which Sir Robert Walpole 
mounted to that zenith of power he afterwards enjoyed ; and 
whlph had otherwife been defigned by the King fur Sir Spen- 

Compton, who was, however, foon after greated Earl of 
‘Wilmington, Knight of the Garter, and appointed President 
of the Council. 


O04 Thave 
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I have now good reafon to believe, that Spain will 
declare war to us; that is, that it will*yery foon, if 
it has not already, avowedly aflift France, in cafe the 
war continues. This will be a great triumph to 
Pitt, and fully juftify his plan of beginningf/wi 

Spain firft, and having the firft blow, which ig often 
half the battle. 

Here is a great deal of company, and phat is 
commonly called good company, tliat is, grgat qua- 
lity. I trouble them very little, except at thf pump, 
where my bufinefs calls me; for what is cor\pany to 
adeaf man, or a deaf man to company? 

Lady Brown, whom I have feen, and “who, by 
the way, has gat the gout in her eye, enquired very 
tenderly after you, And fo I elegantly reft, 

Yours till death, 








SSS es 
LETTER CCCLX.. 


Bath, December the 6th, 1761, 

, My pgar Farisnp, 
j HAVE been in your. debt fome time, which, 
know, I am not yery apt to be; but it was 
Feally for want of fpecie to pay. ‘Lhe prefent {tate 
of my invention docs not enable me to coin;.and 
Sag have had as little pleafuse in eadings 28 
fiend have had in writing /¢ coglionerie of this 
place; 
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place; befides, that Iam very little mingled in 
them. I do not know whether I fhall be able to 
follow your advice, and cut a winner: for, at pre~ 
feu*, I have neither won nor loft a fingle fhilling. 
Iewili play on this week only ; and if I have a good 
run, I will carry it off with me; if a bad one, ahe 
lofs can hardly amount to any thing corffiderable in 
feven days, for I hope to fee you in town to-morrow 
fevennight. 

Thad ) difmal letter from Harte, laft week; be 
tells mefthat he is at nurfe with a fifter in Berk- 
fhire ; that he has got a confirmed jaundice, befides 
twenty other diftempers. The true caufe of thefe 
complaints I take to be, the fame that fo greatly 
difordered, and had nearly deftroyed, the moft augut 
Houfe of Auftria, about one hundred and thirty 
years ago;/I mean Guftavus Adolphus; who nei+ 
ther anfwertd his expeétations in point of profit, nor 
reputation, \ad that merely by his own fault, in not 
Mriting it in \he vulgar tongue ; for, as to facts, I 
will maintain, jthat it is one of the beft hiftories 
fxtant. 

4u revoir, as Sir Fopling fays, and God blefs 
you! 






LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXIL: 


Bath, November the 2d, 1762. 
My DERa Frienp, 


J ARRIVED here, as I propofed, laft Sunday ; 
but as ill as I feared I fhould be when I faw you. 
Head, ftomach, and limbs, all out of orc er. 

T have yet feen nobody but Vilettes, who is fet- 
tled here for good, as it is called. What confe- 
quences has the Duke of Devonfhire’s refignation 
had? He has confiderable connections and rela- 
tions; but whether any of them are refigned enough 
to refign with him, is another matter. There will 
‘be, to be fure, as many, and as abfurd reports, as 
there are in the law books; I do not degre to know 
either; but inform me of what facts come to your 
knowledge, and of fuch reports only as you believg. 
fregrounded. And fo God blefs yor ! 


LETT ES 
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LETTER CCCLXIIL 


Bath, November the 13th, 1762, 
My pear Frienp, 


J HAVE received your letter, and believe that 
your Preliminaries are very near the mark; and, 
upon t\at fuppofition, I think we have made a tole- 
rable god bargain with Spain; at leaft, full as good 
as I expected, and aloft as good as I withed, 
though I do not believe that we have got a// Floridas 
but, if we have St. Auguftin, as { fuppofe, that, by 
the figure of pars pro toto, will be called all Florida, 
We have by no means made fo good a bargain with 
France; for, in truth, what do we get by it, ex- 
cept Canfda, with ‘a very proper boundary of the 
tiver MiffMippi ? and that is all. As for the reftric~ 
tions upon he French fifhery in Newfoundland, 
they are very well per Ja predica, and for the Com- 
miflary wm we fhall employ; for he will have 
good falary from hence, to fee that thofe reftric~ 
tions are complied with ; and the French will dou- 
ble that falary, that he may allow them all to “be 
broken through. It is plain to me, that the Freach 
fifhery will be exactly what is was before the war.) 
Jvhe three Leeward iflands which the French 
yield to us are not, all together, worth half.fo much 
w@cthat of St, Lucia, which we give up to thet, 
Senegal is not worth one quarter.of Goree. The 
reftriftions 
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reftri€tions of the French, in the Eaft Indies, are 
as abfurd and impracticable as thofe of Newfound- 
land ; and you will live to fee the French trade to 
the Eaft Indies, juft as they did before the war, 
But, after all I have faid, the articles are as good as 
T expeed with France, when I confidered that no 
ene fingle perfon, who carricd on this negotiation on 
our parts, was ever concerned or confulted in any 
negotiation before. Upon the whole, then, the ac- 
quifition of Canada has coft us fourfcore {millions 
fterling. I am convinced we might have k{pt Gua- 
daloupe, if our negotiators had known how’ to have 
gone about it. 

His moft Faithful Majefty of Portugal is the beft 
off of any body in this tranfaction ; for he faves his 
kingdom by it, and has not laid out one Moidore in 
defence of it. Spain, thank God, in fom: meafure, 
pate des pots caffés; for, befides St. Augujtin, Log- 
wood, &&c. it has loft at leaft four milligas fterling, 
in money, Ships, &c. 

» Harte is here, who tells me he has|been at this 
place thefe three years, excepting fome few excur- 
ions to his fifter; he looks ill, and laments that he 
has‘frequent fits of the yellow jaundice. He com- 
pling of his not having heard from you thefe four 
years; you fhould write tohim. Thefe waters have 
done me a great deal of good, though I drink but 
two thirds of a pint in the whole day, which is Sefs 
than the-fobereft of my countrymen drink of claret 
every meal, 

T thould 


To BIS SOK. asi 


I fhould naturally think, as you do, that this fef- 
fion will be a ftormy one, that is, if Mr. Pitt takes 
an aétive part; but if he is pleafed, as the Minifters. 
fay, there is no other Bolus to blow a ftorm. The 
Qukes of Cumberland, Newcaftle, and Devonthire, 
have no better troops to attack with, than the mili- 
tia; but Pitt alone is ip/2 agmen. God dalefeton! ! 





LETTER CCCLXIV. 


Bath, November the 27th, 1762. 
My pear Farenp, 


T RECEIVED your letter this morning, and retarn 
you the bfll 2 /a vole. The King’s fpcech is a very 
prudent or, and, as I fuppofe that the Addreffes, 
in anfwer to it, were, as ufual, in almoft the fame 
words, my Ford Mayor might very well call them 
innocent. AAs his Majefty expatiates fo much upon 
the great atchievements of the war, I cannot help 
hoping that, when the Preliminaries fhall be laid 
before Parliament in due time, which, I fappofe, 
means after the refpeétive ratifications of all the com 
trating parties, that fome untalked-of and unexe 
pecced advantage will break out in our treaty with 
France; St. Lucia, at leaft. I fee, in the’ news, 
Rapers,, an article which I by no means like, in que, 
treaty with Spain; which is, that we fhall be ac 

liberty 
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liberty to cut logwood in the Bay of Campeachy, 
but paying for it. Who does not fee that this condi- 
tion may, and probably will, amount to a prohibi- 
tion, by the price which the Spaniards may fet it at ? 
It was our undoubted right, and confirmed to us by 
former treaties, before the war, to cut logwood gra- 
tis; pumebis pew ftipulation (if true) gives us a pri- 
Vilege, fomething like a reprieve to a criminal, with 
a non obftante to be hanged. 

T now drink fo little water, that it can nejther do 
me good nor hurt; but as I bathe but wi week, 
that operation, which does my rhcumatict carcafe 
good, will keep me here fome time longer than you 
had allowed. 

Harte is going to publith a new edition of his 
Guftavus, in oftavo; which, he tells me, he has 
altered, and which, I could tell him, he fhould 
tranflate into Englith, or it will not fell ijetter than 
the former; for, while the world endures, ftyle and 
manner will be regarded, at leaft as much as matter. 
And fo, Dieu vous ait dans fa fainte garde! 


LET FER: 
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LETTER CCCLXV. 


Bath, December the 4th, 1762. 
My pear Frienp, 


I RECEIVED your letter this morning, with the 
enclofed Preliminaries, which we have had here 
thefe three days; and I return them, fince you in- 
tend to keep them, which is more than I believe the 
French din. I am very glad to find that the Frenchi 
are to reftore all the conquefts they made upon us in 
the Eaft Indies during this war ; and I cannot doubt 
but they will likewife reftore to us all the Cod that 
they fhall take within lefs than three leagues of our. 
coafts in North America (a diftance cafily meafured, 
efpecially 4t fea), according to the fpirit, though 
not the lettkr of the Treaty. I am informed, that 
the ftrong oppofition to the Peace will be in the 
Houfe of Lords, though I cannot well conceive it; 
nor can I make out above fix or feven, who will bg 
againft it xfhon a divifion, unlefs (which I cannot 
fuppofe) fome of the Bifhops fhould yote on the fide 
of their maker. God blefs you ! 


LETTER 





LETTER CCCLXVL 


Bath, December the 13th,.1762. 
> 
Mr DEAR Frrenp, 


YEsTERBAY [ recewed your letter, which gave 
me a very clear account of the debate in your 
Houfe. It is impoffible for a human creature to 
{peak well for three hours and an half; I queftion 
even if Belial, who, according to Milton, was the 
orator of the fallen Angels, even {poke fo long at a 
time. 3 

There muft have been a trick in Charles Town-~ 
fhend’s fpeaking for the Preliminaries; for he is 
infinitely above having an opinion. Lord Egremont 
mutt be ill, or have thoughts of going into fome 
other place; perhaps into Lord Granville’, who they 
fay is dying: when he dies, the ableft head in Eng- 
Tand dics too, take it for all in all. 

‘I fhall be in town, barring accidents, this day 
fevennight, by dinner-time; when I have ordered a 
Haricot, to which you will be very welcome, about 
four o'clock. En attendant Diew vous ait dans fa 
aeinte garde! 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXVI. 


Blackheath, June the 14th, 1763. 
My pear Frienp, 


T RECEIVED, by the laft mail, your letter of the 
4th, from the Hague; fo far fo good. You arrived 
Jonica at the Hague, for our Embaffador's entertain« 
ment; I find he has been very civil to you. You 
are in the right to ftop, for two or three days, at 
Vanau, and make your court to the Lady of that 
place *, Your Excellency makes a figure already in 
the news-papers; and let them, and others, Excel 
lency you as much as they pleafe, but pray fuffer 
not your own fervants to do it. 

Nothing new of any kind has happened here fince 
you went; fo I will with you a good night, and 
hope that God will blefs you. 


* Her Royal Highnefs Princefs Mary of England, Landgra+ 
vine of Heffe. 


Vou. IV. P LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXVII. 


Blackheath, July the 14th, 1763, 


By pzar FRienD, 

YESTERDAY I received your letter from Ra- 
tifbon, where I am glad that you are arrived fafe. 
You are, I find, over head and ears engaged in ce- 
remony and ¢iquesle. You muft not yield in any 
thing efiential, where your public charaéter may 
fuffer; but I advife you, at the fame time, to dif- 
tinguifh carefully what may and what may not affect 
it, and to defpife fome German minuties; fuch as 
one ftep lower or higher upon the ftairs, a bow more 
or lefs, and fuch fort of trifles. 

By what I fee in Creffener’s letter to you, the 
eheapnefs of wine compenfates the quantity, as the 
cheapne{s of fervants compenfates the number that 
you muft make ule of. 

Write to your mother often, if it be but three 
words, to prove your exiftence ; for, when fhe does 
not hear from you, fhe knows, to a demonftration, 
that you are dead, if not buried. 

“The enclofed is a letter of the utmoft confequence, 
which I was defired to forward; with care and fpced, 
to the moft ferene Louis. 

My head is not well to-day. So Gad blefs you! 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXIX. 


Blackheath, Auguft the rft, 1763 
My pear Frienv, 


T HOPE that by this time you are pretty well fet- 
tled at Ratifbon, at leaft as to the important points 
of the ceremonial ; fo that you may know, to preci- 
fion, to whom you muft give, and from whom you 
muft require, the fine Excellentz. Thofe formalities 
are, no doubt, ridiculous enough in themfelves; but 
yet they are neceffary for manners, and fometimes 
for bufinets; and both would futfer by laying them 
quite afide. 

I have lately had an attack of a new complaint, 
which I have long fufpeéted that I had in my body, 
in a&u primo, as the pedants call it, but which Ine. 
ver felt in aéu fccundo, till laft weck, and that is a 
fit of the ftone or gravel. Itwas, thank God, but 
a flight one; but it was dans toutes les formes; for it 
was preceded by a pain in my loins, which I at firft 
took for fome remains of my rheumatifm ;. bit was 
foon convinced of my miftake, by making water 
rouch blacker than coffee, with a prodigious fedi+ 
ment of gravel. I am now perfectly eafy again, 
and haye no more indications of this dreadful com- 
phint. 

Pa God 
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God keep you from that and deafnefs! other com- 
plaints are the common, and almoft the inevitable 
lot of human nature, but admit of fome mitigation. 
God blefs you ! 








LETTER CCCLXX. 


lackheath, Auguft the 22d, 1763. 
My pear Frishp, 


You will, by this pot, hear from others, that 
Lord Egremont died two days 2go of an apoplexy; 
which, from his figure, and the conftant plethora 
he lived in, was reafonably to be expected. You 
will afk me, who is to be Secretary in his room ? to 
which I anfwer, that I do not know. I fhould 
guefs Lord Sandwich, to be fucceeded in the Ad- 
miralty by Charles Townfhend ; unlefs the Duke of 
Bedford, who feems to have taken to himfelf the de- 
partment of Europe, fhould have a mind -to it. 
This event may perhaps produce others; but, till 
this happened, every thing was in a ftate of inac- 
tion, and abfolutely nothing was done. Before the 
next feffion, this chaos muft neceffarily take fome 
form, either by-a new jumble of its own atoms, or 
by mixing them with the more efficient ones of the 


‘Oppofition. 
I fee 
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I fee by the news-papers, as well as by your let- 
ter, that the difficulties ftill fubfift about your 
ceremonial at Ratifbon ; fhould they, from pride 
and folly, prove infuperable, and obftruét your 
réal bufingls, there is one expedient, which may 
perhaps remove difficulties, and which I_Jave 
often known practifed; but which Pbelicve our 
people here know nothing of: it is, to have 
the charater of Mirifer, only, in your oftenfi- 
ble title, and that of Envoy Extraordinary in 
your pocket, to produce occafionally, efpecially 
if you fhould he fent to any of the Electors 
in your neighbourhood: or elie, in any tranfac- 
tions that you may have, in which your title of 
Envoy Extraordinary may create great difficulties, 
to have a reverfal given you, declaring, that the 
tcmporary fufpenfion of that character ne donnera 
pas la moindre attcinte ni a vos droits ni a vos preten~ 
Jions, As for the reft, divert yourfelf as well as you 
can, and eat and drink as little as you can: and fo 
God blefs you ! 


P3 LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXXI. 


Blackheath, September the.«t, 1763 
My pees. Frtenp, 

GREAT news! ‘The King fent for Mr. Pitt latt 
Saturday, and the conference lafted a full hour: on 
the Monday following, another conference, which 
Jafted much longer ; and yefterday a third, longer 
than either. You take for granted, that the treaty 
was concluded and ratified; no fuch matter, for 
this laft conference broke it entirely off; and Mr. 
Pitt and Lord Temple went yefterday evening to 
their refpective country houfes. Would you know 
what it broke off upon, you muft atk the news- 
mongers, and the coffce-houfes ; who, I dare fay, 
know it all very minutely; but I, who am not apt 
to know any thing that I do not know, honeftly and 
humbly confefs, that I cannot tell you; probably 
one party afked too much, and the other would 
grant too little. Hlowever, the Kimg’s dignity was 
not, ‘in my mind, much confulted, by their mak- 
ing him fole Plenipotentiary of a treaty, which they 
‘Were not, in all events, determined to conclude. 
‘Tt ought furely to have been begun by fome inferior 

t, and his Majefty fhould only have appeared in 
ene orratifying it. Lewis the X1Vth never fate 
sdown before a town in perfon, that was not fure to 
be taken. 





However 
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However, ce gui eff différé n'eff pas perdu; for this 
matter muft be taken up again, and concluded be- 
fore the meeting of the Parliament, and probably 
upon more difadvantageous terms to the prefent 
Minifters, who have tacitly admitted, by this late 
negotiation, what their enemies have loudly »ro- 
claimed, that they are not able to carey on affairs. 
So much de re politica. 

1 have at laft done the beft office that can be done, 
to moft married people; that is, I have fixed the 
feparation between my brother and his wife; and 
the definitive treaty of peace will be proclaimed in 
about a fortnight; for the only folid and lafting 
peace, between a man and his wife, is, doubtless, a 
feparation. God blefs you! 


LETTER CCCLXXIL 


Blackheath, September the goth, 1763. 
Mx vEAR Farenn, 


You will have known, long before this, from 
the office, that the departments are not caft as you 
wifhed ; for Lord Halifax, as fenior, had of courfe 
his choice, and chofe the fouthern, upon account 
of the colonies. The Miniftry, fuch as it is, isnow 
Settled en attendant mieux ; but, in my opinion, can« 
not, as they are, meet the Parliament. 

P4 The 
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The only, and all the efficient people they hate 
are in the Houfe of Lords: for, fince Mr. Pitt has 
firmly engaged Charles Townfhend to him, there is 
not a man of the Court fide, in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, who has either abilities or words cnough ws 
call acocch. Lord B* * * is cersinly playing un 
affius deTMPF.:, and 1 fufpect that it is with Mr. 
Pitt; but what that dfous is, Ido not know, though 
all the coffee-houfes do moft exactly. 

The prefent inaction, I believe, gives you leifure 
enough for ennui, but it gives you time enough too 
for better things; I mean reading ufeful buoks; 
and, what is fill more ufeful, converfing with your- 
Self forne part of every day. Lord Shaftetbury re- 
commends felf-converfation to all authors; and I 
would recommend it to all men; they would be 
the better for it. Some people have not time, and 
fewer have inclination, to enter into that’ converfa- 
tion; nay, very many dread it, and fly to the moft 
trifling diflipations, in order to avoid it; but, ifa 
man would allot half an hour every night, for this 
felf-converfation, and recapitulate with himfelf what- 
‘ever he has done, right or wrong, in the courfe of 
the day, he would be both the better and the wifer 
for it. My deafnefs pives me more than fufficient 
time for felf-converfation ; and I have found great 
advantages from it. My brother and Lady Stan- 
hope are at laft finally parted. I was the negotiator 
between them ; and had fo much trouble in it, ‘that 
¥-would much rather negotiate the moft difficult 
point of the jus publicum Sacri Romani Imperii, with 

the 
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the whole Diet of Ratifbon, than negotiate any 
point with any woman., If my brother had had fome 
of thofe felf-converfations, which I recommend, he 
would not, I believe, at paft fixty, with a crazy,_ 
battered conftitutien, and deaf into the bargain, 
have marric@’a young girl, juft turned of twenty, 
full of health, and conleq of defecs. But who 
takes warning by the fate o ers? This, perhaps, 
proceeds from a negligence of felf-converfation. 
God blefs you! 














LETTER CCCLXXUI. 


Blackheath, OGtober the 17th, 1763. 
My pear Pxiexn, 


THE laf mail brought me your letter of the 2d 
inftant, as the former had brought me that of the 
asth patt, I did fuppefe that you would be fent 
for over, for the firit day of the feflion: as I never’ 
knew a ftricter mufier, and no furlows allowed. I 
ain very forry for it, for the reafons you hint ats 
but, however, you did very prudently, in doing de 
bonne grace, what you could not help doing: and 
let that be your rule in every thing, for the reft of 
your life. Avoid difagreeable things as much as 
by dexterity you can; but when they are unavoida= 
ble, do them with feeming willingnefs and alacrity. 

: Though. 
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Though this journey is ill-timed for you in many re- 
fpects, yet, in point of finances, you will be a gainer 
by it upon the whole; for, depend upon it, they 
will keep you here till the very laft day of the fef- 
fion; and I fuppofe you have fold your. horfesy 
and difmiffed fome of your fervants. Though they 
feem to ayprehend the firtt day of the feflion fo 
much, in my opinion, their danger will be much 
greater in the courfe of it. 

When you are at Paris, you will of courfe wait 
upon Lord Hertford, and defire him to prefent you 
to the King; ar the fame time make my compliments 
to him, and thank him for the very obliging mef- 
fage he left at my houfe in town; and tell him, that, 
had I received it in time from thence, I would have 
come to town on purpofe to have returned it in per- 
fon. If there arc any new little books at Paris, 
pray bring them me. I have already Voltaire’s Zelis 
dans le Bain, his Droit dz Seigneur, and Olympie. Do 
fot forget to call once at Madame Monconfeil’s, 
and as often as you pleafe at Madame du Pin's. Au 
revoir. 


LETTER 


TO HIS sox. 935 


LETTER CCCLXXIV, 


Bath, November the 24th, 1763. 
My pear Frienp, 


T ARRIVED here, as you fuppofs in your letter, 
laft Sunday; but afier the worft day’s journey I ever 
had in my life: it foowed and froze that whole 
morning, and in the evening it rained and thawed, 
which made the roads fo flippery, that I was fix 
hours coming poft from the Devizes, which is but 
cighteen miles from hence; fo that, but for the name 
of coming poft, I might as well have walked on 
foot. I have not yet quite got over my laft violent 
attack, and am weak and flimly. 

I have now drank the waters but three days; fo 
that, without a miracle, I cannot yet expe. much 
alteration, and J do not in the leaft expect a mira- 
cle. If they proved /es eaux de Fouvence to me, that 
would be a miracle indeed; but, as the late Pope 
Lambertini faid. Fra noi, gli guiracoli fono paffati gad 
un pezzo. 

IT have feen Harte, who enquired much after you: 
he is dejected and difpirited, and thinks himfelf much 
worfe than he is, though he has really a tendency to” 
the jaundice. I have yet feen nobody elfe, nor do I 
know ‘who here is to be feen; for I hive not yet.exe 
hibited mylelfto public view, except atthe pump, 

which, 
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which, at the time I go to it, is the moft private 
place in Bath. 

After all the fears and hopes, occafioned feverally 
by the meeting of tie Parliament, in my opinion, it 
will prove a very cafy feffion, Mr. Wilkys is unit’ 
verfaltp-given_up; and if the minifters themfelves 
do not wantonly raife difficulties, I think they will 
meet with none. A majority of two hundred is a 
great anodyne. Adieu! God blefs you ! 








LETTER CCCLXXV. 


Bzth, December the 3d, 1763. 
My pear Fryenp, 


Lasr poft brought me your letter of the 2oth 
paft. I fuppofe C— T- let off his fpeech 
wpon the Princefs’s portion, chiefly to fhow that 
he was of the Oppofition: for otherwife, the point 
was not debatable, gles as to the quantum, againft 
which fomething mignt be faid ; for the late Princefs 
of Orange (who was the eldeft daughter of a King), 
}iad no more, and her two fifters but half, if Iam 
not miftaken. 

Ir is a great mercy that Mr. Wilkes, the intrepid 
@efender.of our rights and liberties, is out of dan- 
@f»-and may live to fight and write again in fupport 
@Pxhem ; and it is no lefs a mercy, that God hath 

raifed 
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raifed up thé Earl of S——— to vindicate and pro- 
mote true religion and morality. Thefe two’ blef- 
fings will juftly make an epocha in the annals of this 
country. 

I have delivered your meffage to Harte, who wait 
with impritnce for your letter. He is very happy 
now in having free accefs to all Loy! Craven's pa- 
pers, which, he fays, give him gréat lights into the 
beilum tricennale ; the old Lord Craven having been 

‘the profeifed and valorous knight-errant, and per- 
haps fomething more, to the Queen of Bohemia; 
at leaft, like Sir Peter Pride, he had the honour of 
{pending great part of his eftate in her Royal caufe. 

Tam by no means right yet ; I am very weak and 
flimfy ftill ; but the Doétor affures me, that ftrength 
and {pirits will return: if they do, /ucro apponam, 1 
will make the beft of them; if they do not, I will 
not make their want ftill worfe, by grieving and re- 
gretting them. I have lived Jong enough, and ob- 
ferved enough, to eftimate moft things at their in- 
trinfic, and not their imaginary, value; and at feven- 
ty, I find nothing much worth cither defiring or 
fearing. But thefe refleétions, which fuit with feven- 
ty, would be greatly prematuge at two-and: thirty: 
So make the beft of your time; enjoy the prefent 
hour, but memor ultima. God blefs you! 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXXVI. 


Bath, December the 18th, 1763. 
My pear Frienn, 


I RECEIVER your letter this morning. in which 
you reproach me with not having written to you this 
week. ‘She reafon was, that I did not know what to 
write. There is that famencf in my life here, that 
avery day is frill but as the firft. Ifee very few 
people; and, in the literal fenfe of the word, I hear 
nothing. 

Mr, L— and Mr. C—I hold to be two very in- 
genious men; and yor ge of the two men ruin- 
ed, one by lofing his iaw-fuit, and the other by car- 
tying it, is a very juft onc. To be fure, they felt in 
themfelves uncommon talents for butincfs and {peak- 
ing, which were to reimburfe them. 

Harte has a great poetical work to publith, before 
it be long; he has fhown me fome parts of it. Le 
had intitled it Fmblems; but I perfuaded him to 
alter that name for two reafons ; the firft was, becaufe 
they were not emblems, but fables; the fecond was, 
that, if they had. been emblems, Quarles had de- 
graded and vilified that name to fuch a degree, that 
it is impoffible to make ufe of it after him: fo they 
re'to be called Fables, though Moral Tales would, 
in my mind, .be the propereft name. If you afk me 
what A-think of thofe I have feen, I muft fay that 

kat plira bone, quadam medixria, et quedam— 
Your 









